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     Nine year old rider 
Lacey Ahart is one of the 
most familiar  faces at 
Horses of Hope - Missouri, 
Inc.  Lacey began riding at 
HOH when she was only 5 
years old and Horses of 
Hope - Missouri, Inc. had 
just opened itõs doors. 
          Laceyõs grand-
mother, Edith reports that 
Lacey has made tremen-

dous progress in her com-
munication and interper-
sonal skills, since she be-
gan riding.   
          Lacey, in addition to  
being a regular weekly 
rider, has also been a part 
of the Horses of Hope Show 
Team. She was a World 
Champion at the 2008 
Palomino World Show in 
Tulsa, OK on her horse, 
Romeo. 
     The horse Lacey often 
rides and a favorite at the 
Horses of Hope - Missouri, 
Inc. barn is Mama. Mama 
was donated to the Mis-
souri center in the summer 
of 2007 from the Scott Hol-

Neighborhood Assistance Program  

offers a òLeg Upó to HOH-MO, Inc.  

     On June 26, 2008 former 
Gov. Matt Blunt of Mis-
souri announced that 
Horses of Hope - Missouri, 
Inc. was approved for  70% 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Program (NAP) tax credits 
for the 7/1/2008ñ6/30/2010 
period.   

     Horses of Hope is utiliz-
ing the NAP tax credits, in 
collaboration with area 
schools, to provide funding 
for therapeutic riding les-
sons for children with dis-
abilities.  Horses of Hope 
has also teamed with three 

post-secondary institu-
tions (Southwest Baptist 
University, Missouri State 
University, & Ozark Tech-
nical Community College) 
as  a training site for stu-
dents pursuing degrees in 
physical, occupational or 
speech therapy with an 
interest in hippotherapy.  

     We would like to take 
this time to thank those 
area businesses and quali-
fied individuals that have 
supported our program 
with the purchase of NAP 
tax credits, see list at left.  
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brook family of Nixa, 
MO.  She was a horse 
his daughter Chelsea 
had ridden. Mama is a 
beautiful Quarter Horse 
with a wonderful dispo-
sition.  We are so 
thrilled to have her as a 
part of our family!  

Lacey Ahart  

Lacey Riding Mama  

By Melinda Keithley  



     Jennifer Richter travels 

a long way to volunteer at 

Horses of Hope Riding 

Center in Baxter Springs.  

Jennifer is from Georgia!  

But volunteering isnõt her 

only reason for visiting 

Kansas, she has family 

here.  I bet if you ask her 

parents, Denise and Mike 

they might suggest other-

wise.   

     We first met Jennifer a 

few years ago when she 

came to one of our summer 

Horse Loverõs Camps.  She 

has gradually begun to 

spend more and more of 

her summer vacation at 

the barn.  Jennifer is a 

tremendous help to me 

during lesson times.  She 

can horse handle, side 

walk, play games with 

riders, clean stalls, exer-

cise horsesé.well you get 

my point.  There isnõt 

anything that we might 

ask her to do that she 

doesnõt give it her all.  

This summer Jennifer 

has joined our show team 

safety, horse grooming, as 
well as how to weigh and 
measure a horse.  Stu-
dents also created then 
led their horses through 
an obstacle courses.  
     It was exciting to see 
the students build confi-
dence, communication 
skills and leadership 
skills as the weeks pro-
gressed.  (Teachers also 
reported improved behav-
ior in the classrooms!)   

     For six weeks in the 
spring, Horses of Hope - 
Missouri, Inc.  was  excited 
to offer a Equine Experien-
tial Learning program to 
the Halfway R -III school 
district.   
     The program offered  
sixteen students with spe-
cial needs in kindergarten 
through ninth grade the 
opportunity to learn how to 
ride.  Additional activities 
included the basics of horse 

Halfway, Missouri School Program     by Melinda Keithley  

Welcome Pohkey!           By Vallerie Sweeton  

our therapeutic riding 
program.   
     The second gift we re-
ceived from  the Grant's, 
along with some help 
from volunteer Garland 
Bohn, is the reconstruc-
tion of our horse cart.  
Paul and Garland re-
vamped the seat on 
Pohkey's cart to make it 
more accessible and us-
able for one of our drivers, 
Jessica.  With the addi-
tion of the new seat, it is 
easier to get Jessica in 
and out of the cart. It is a 

more appropriate seat for 
her to sit comfortably and 
safely in while she enjoys 
drives with Pohkey.  
Thank You Paul, Linda 
and Garland for your 
wonderful gifts and sup-
port!  

This Spring we have re-
ceived two wonderful gifts 
from Paul and Linda 
Grant of Columbus, Kan-
sas.  The first was the gift 
of a 26 year old Halflinger 
mare named Pohkey.  
Pohkey is trained to ride 
and drive and she was 
willing to go to work im-
mediately in our program.  
In the short time we have 
had her, she has taken 
residents from the local 
assisted care facility on 
cart rides and she regu-
larly gives weekly rides in 
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Spotlight on Volunteer - Jennifer Richter      by Vallerie Sweeton  

Please Help Us Continue 

To STUFF OUR BOOTS!  

 

 

 

 

 

Send your donation in 

our enclosed return  

envelope or make your  

donation on -line at 

www.horsesofhope.com . 

     We are proud to report 
that by the end of the pro-
gram, all of the students 
were riding their horses 
independently.  
     Special thanks to all of 
the home school volunteers 
that made the program 
possible! 
     This program was 
funded by proceeds re-
ceived from the 2009 MO 
Hope Benefit Auction.  

Visit our new website at www.horsesofhope.com  

Weõre on the Web! 

www.horsesofhope.com 

ATTENTION!  
Horses of Hope Riding 
Center, Inc. in Baxter 
Springs, KS has 
recently been approved 
as a Kansas Medicaid 
Provider for Physical 
Therapy Serv ices.  
Please contact Vallerie 
at (620) 674-3458 for 
more information.  

on their travels.  She as-

sists us in preparing the 

horses for the show pen 

and she is also getting 

her feet wet as a competi-

tor in some open classes.  

I am very proud of Jenni-

fer and all that she does 

to help Horses of Hope. I 

always look forward to 

her visits.  

Youõve got to go out on a 
limb sometimes, because 
thatõs where the fruit is. 

    ñ Will Rogers  
Jennifer Richter  
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