
Meredith  Murray,  Kevin 

Feather and Forrest Terry all 

received beautiful òAQHA 

Championó buckles at the 

awards banquet on January 10.  

Sarah was also the Year End 

High Point Rider in the EWD 

division with the Kansas Quar-

ter Horse Association.  

     Other exciting news for 2009 

includes the arrival of a new 

mare, SS Charlies Machine, 

donated by Jennifer Walker 

from Columbia, MO.  Charlie is 

Kevin Featherõs new show horse 

for the season and they are off to 

a great start.  Charlie is also 

working as a therapeutic riding 

horse and is doing a great job.  

Sarah Smittle also has a new 

show horse this year, Flash That 

Page, donated by Morgan Alex-

ander, Granbury, TX.  Sarah 

loves to ride this tall gelding, 

better known as Digger.  Shan-

     Horses of Hope is excited to 

announce that Meredith Murray 

and her horse Shiners Romeo are 

the End of Year AQHA High 

Point Horse and Rider in the 

Equestrians with Disabilities 

(EWD) division!  Meredith began 

riding with HOH in 1998 when 

she was seven years old.  She was 

on the very first show team we 

ever took to a show many years 

ago, then she took a brief hiatus 

from riding to finish high school.  

Meredith is a freshman at Mis-

souri Southern State University 

at Joplin and began showing 

again last summer with the new-

est addition to our horse family, 

Shiners Romeo (Romeo).  

     Romeo was donated to our 

center by Marcia Gillespie from 

Oklahoma. Romeo is a retired 

reining horse who quickly 

learned to like the work at 

Horses of Hope.  His job at 

Horses of Hope is relatively 

easy compared to the hard, fast 

work of a competitive reining 

horse.  Winning these awards 

means that we got to take a 

trip to San Antonio, TX for the 

AQHA Awards Banquet in 

March to see Meredith accept 

her award and for us to accept 

Romeoõs award on  his behalf. 

     Other members from last 

years show team received end 

of year awards from the Ozark 

Quarter Association.  Sarah 

Smittle, Jessie Naaykens, 

AQHA High Point Horse and Rider      by Vallerie  Sweeton  
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Calendar of Events  

   May  

1       Senior Ride-KS 

2       Frisbee Golf Benefit -KS 

4, 11, 18, 25  Ft. Scott, KS Program  

5, 12, 19, 26  Frontenac, KS Program  

9-10       Team HOPE -Hutchinson, KS  

15       Team HOPE -Wichita, KS  

16 & 17       Team HOPE - Hutchinson, KS  

 June  

5-6      Beginners Horse Camp -KS 

6       Garage Sale-MO 

12-13      Intermediate Horse Camp -KS 

12-13      Beginners Horse Camp -MO 

17       Pinto World Show -Tulsa, OK  

18-21      Team HOPE -Hutchinson, KS  

26-27      Intermediate Horse Camp -MO 

July  

3,10,24,31     Able Body Rides - KS 

11-12       Team HOPE -Carthage, MO  

16-18      Team HOPE -Salina, KS  

22       Palomino World Show -Tulsa  
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non Justice, Columbus, KS, has 

donated a beautiful gelding, An 

Awesome Reality, to our pro-

gram.  This handsome gelding 

will be a great horse for any new 

prospects to our show team and 

will be a great help during our 

busy summer camp time.  A big 

THANK YOU to all of these 

generous folks for sharing their 

beloved equines with our pro-

gram.  



     Parentõs are you looking for a 

wholesome activity that your 

kids will love this summer?  

Look no further, itõs Horse Lov-

ers Camp 2009.  While having 

fun, your youth may receive 

many intangible benefits includ-

ing òlife skillsó such as, account-

ability, dependability, considera-

tion, understanding, concentra-

tion, respect, and communica-

tion.   

     Youth will learn horse safety, 

catching, leading, and grooming.  

They will work on showman-

ship at halter and practice 

western riding.  The most fun 

your child will have this sum-

mer will be playing games on 

horseback and joining in the 

trail ride!   

     A Beginner Camp and an 

Intermediate Camp will be 

offered at both the Kansas and 

Missouri barns.  Intermediate 

camp is for the rider who is at a 

level to begin intermediate 

(walk, trot, lope) work, mean-

ing had sufficient practice at a 

beginning level.  The interme-

diate rider will practice their 

skills and begin working to-

ward advanced level riding.  

     Cost for the camp is only 

$195 per person!  Call to re-

serve space for your youth to-

day.  Space is limited.  Camp 

forms are on our website, 

w w w . h o r s e s o f h o p e . c o m . 

one of a kind, work of art to 

take home to commemorate the 

day. The following prizes were 

given:  

     The Frisbee Golf Fundraiser 

was held in Kansas on May 2nd.  

Although we had only 20 partici-

pants, the tournament was a 

great success, raising over 

$2,500.  Despite the rainy, muddy 

conditions, we had a great time 

riding  in the indoor arena, with a 

4-hole course.   We finished out 

the afternoon with each partici-

pant painting a òMo-Neighó with 

the assistance of their horseõs 

tails.  Everyone had a beautiful, 

the 10 week session.  Reduced 

rates are available for clients 

who qualify for the Horses of 

Hope Scholarship Program.   

Inside Story Headline  

Kansas Frisbee Golf Tournament  

Country Christmas Dinner Theater 2008 A Huge Success  by Vallerie Sweeton  

cessful once again in making 

the silent and live auctions our 

biggest money maker ever!  The 

play this year, òThe Next Noeló 

was probably the best play yet.  

Allen McColm and Lola Wade 

did a fabulous job of directing 

the play cast, which included 

our own HOH riders along with 

many young  actors from the 

community.  My favorite scene 

was when our òherdó of sheep 

and cattle entered the manger 

scene!  We even had a camel 

thanks to the creativity of 

Mindy Mayfield and her son 

Clayton.  The Duling Band 

from Girard provided great 

music to kick off each evening.  

Many thanks to the Amyx fami-

lies for the support to sponsor 

The Duling Band again this 

year.  

     We also kicked off the òStuff 

our Bootsó campaign in con-

junction  with CCDT and it has 

been very successful.  Money 

raised though this campaign 

will go towards our Sponsor-

ship for Scholarship Program.   

Thanks to the generous support 

of all who contributed.  

     The 2008 Country Christ-

mas Dinner Theater (CCDT) 

was our most successful event 

ever!  We are  thankful to have 

so much wonderful community 

support, especially during this 

time of economic hardship in 

our country.  Many thanks go 

out to Shannon Justice, Dr. 

Ron Edwards, Charlie and 

Sherry Smith and all of the 

kitchen crew.  The meal was 

wonderful and no one went 

away hungry.  The òAuction 

Queensó (Christy, Gwen, 

Theresa and Callie) were suc-
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Reserve Your Place at Horse Camp 2009  
Kansas Camps:  

June 5 & 6 Beginner  

June 12 & 13 

Intermediate  

(620) 674-3458 

 

Missouri Camps:  

June 12 & 13 Beginner  

June 26 & 27 

Intermediate  

(417) 345-5210 

Reserve your space today! 

Please Help Us Continue To  

STUFF OUR BOOTS!  

 

 

 

 

 

Send in your donation in our  

 enclosed return envelope  

or Make your Donation on -line  

at www.horsesofhope.com . 

    Horses of Hope Riding Center, 

Inc. is offering Therapeutic Rid-

ing at the Diamond 6 D Indoor 

Arena in Frontenac, KS.    The 

10 week Spring session began 

March 24th and runs through 

May 26th.  The 10 week Fall 

Session runs September 1st to 

November 3rd. Each lesson will 

last one hour and will incorpo-

rate grooming, leading and 

therapeutic riding.  Cost for 

each lesson is $75 or $750 for 

Therapeutic Riding In Frontenac, KS  

ñThere is something about the 

outside of a horse that is good 

for the inside of a man.ò 

-Winston Churchill 

Visit our new website at www.horsesofhope.com  

Most Money Raised  

John Becker  
 

Highest Score - Rider  

Erin Cornman  
 

Highest Score - Volunteer  

Jane Wooten  
 

Hole in One  

Georgia Becker  



     Each year the American 

Quarter Horse Foundation 

provides the opportunity for 

therapeutic horseback riding 

centers, affiliated with the 

NARHA, to apply for their 

Americaõs Horse Cares thera-

peutic riding grant. The Foun-

dation encourages the submis-

sion of grant applications by 

therapeutic riding organiza-

tions serving challenged or 

special needs individuals with 

emotional, physical and cogni-

tive limitations. The American 

Quarter Horse Foundation is 

honored to have the opportu-

nity to assist organizations that 

offer equine experiences and 

inspire or improve the quality 

of life for challenged or special 

needs individuals.  

     The Horses of Hope Riding 

Centers in Baxter Springs, 

Kansas and Buffalo, Missouri 

were  rec en t l y  a warded 

$4000.00 from this grant pro-

gram to help support their 2009 

programming year.  This grant 

funding will allow Horses of 

Hope to help meet their high 

demand to offer scholarships 

for riders in need.  

     The organizations must 

demonstrate efficient manage-

ment of their facilities.  This 

includes not only financial ac-

countability, but also the care 

and welfare of horses utilized to 

provide these therapeutic ser-

vices.  

Charles, a HOH rider, was our 

auctioneer.  Mr. Edlon Shrock, 

father of Ronnie, a HOH rider, 

was our announcer.  Thanks to 

both men, to the auction com-

mittee members and the many 

others who volunteered their 

time to make the auction such 

a huge success.  We canõt wait 

for next year!  

     The 1st Annual Benefit for 

HOPE Auction was be held on 

Saturday, April 25, 2009 at 

Horses of HopeñMissouri, Inc.     

Many area businesses, includ-

ing many Branson businesses 

donated items to the auction.  

A total of over 300 items were 

auctioned, including many gift 

baskets.   

   Mr. Ken Hostetler, father of 

     Horses of HopeñMissouri, 

Inc. would like to extend a spe-

cial thank you to some impor-

tant people and businesses that 

helped to provide our facility 

with a much needed lift.  The 

lift is a Sure Hand Lift & Care 

Systems Lift and was donated 

by CoxHealth Home Support 

Systems, Springfield, MO. Roni 

Burns is  Director of Rehab 

Services, Life in Motion for 

CoxHealth.  The installation 

materials and prep work were 

provided by Hostetler Sales & 

Benefit Auction in Missouri  

Spotlight on Volunteer - Jacey Daughton                  by Melinda Keithley  

than 250 hours helping at 

Horses of Hope.  Weekly she can 

be seen helping with lessons by 

grooming horses, horse handling 

and side walking.  She also 

helps with barn upkeep and is 

always willing to step in when-

ever she is needed. 

     Jacey was instrumental in 

helping us provide off -site thera-

peutic riding services in Willard  

Missouri in the fall of 2008.  She 

traveled with us to every ses-

sion, helping to load horses, 

tack and equipment.  Thanks, 

Jacey, we couldnõt have done it 

without you.  Youõll never know 

how many lives you have 

touched. 

     Jaceyõs favorite part of help-

ing at Horses of Hope is exer-

cising the horses.  No article 

about Jacey would be complete 

without mentioning her favor-

ite horse, Choctaw.  They make 

a great team!  

     Horses of HopeñMissouri, 

Inc. would like to introduce Miss 

Jacey Daughton, one of our most 

energetic volunteers.  Seventeen 

year old Jacey, a high school 

junior is homeschooled by her 

parents.  Jacey and her family 

currently reside in Elkland , MO 

with an anticipated move to 

Vermont this year.   

     Jacey began volunteering at 

Horses of Hope  three years ago.  

Last year alone, she logged more 
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Construction located in Buffalo, 

MO.  The installation was com-

pleted by John Schurke of Cox-

Health.  Mrs. Nancy Drake, a 

Physical Therapist at Horses of 

Hope was instrumental in ob-

taining this donation.  

     This lift has already proved 

to be worth itõs weight in gold to 

our center.  Now we are able to 

mount all of our riders in a man-

ner that is not only safe for the 

rider, but safe for our volunteers 

and therapists as well.  

Lift Donated to MO Site  

�+�2�+���5�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���+�R�U�V�H���&�D�U�H�V���*�U�D�Q�W 

HOH Rider Jack Evans and Therapist Bob Behnke  

 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors 

of the 2009  
benefit for hope 

auction  

Jacey and Choctaw  

Visit our new website at www.horsesofhope.com  


